Urban Information Specialist
The Providence Plan

 

The Providence Plan’s information work is based on the organization’s belief that information – what exists, how it is used, and who uses it – is a fundamental aspect of community revitalization in an age of expanding information technology.  ProvPlan is committed to providing access (through the Internet and other means) to useful, useable local information as a tool to affect positive change throughout Providence and its neighborhoods.

 

We are seeking an Urban Information Specialist.  The Specialist will analyze a variety of data pertaining to demographics, schools, health, housing, public safety, employment, social services, community assets, and other urban issues.  The Specialist will also assist in packaging and presenting information in formats that will make information more accessible and useable to the broader community.  Responsibilities will include:

·  

·           Apply GIS (Geographic Information Systems) to create maps that enable data interpretation at many levels of geography.

·           Clean, format, and organize data files as part of the development of a “data warehouse” that will include a variety of urban information.

·           Conduct city, neighborhood, and state-level data analyses. Possible focus areas might include the following: demographic change, urban land reform, economic development, and early childhood wellbeing. 

·           Help maintain a Citywide property-level dataset related to assessed values, housing sales, code violations, vacant and abandoned status, and other parcel-based information. 

·           Translate data into indicators of neighborhood strengths and weaknesses. 

·           Work with staff and community partners to update project pages and neighborhood profiles on website.

·           Use appropriate software (Dreamweaver, PowerPoint, MS Publisher, etc.) to make information available through the Internet, presentations, and written reports. 

 

Qualifications:  We are seeking someone with a degree (master’s strongly preferred) and relevant experience in urban public policy or urban planning who also has extremely strong technical and writing skills. They must be well organized, detail-oriented, a strong communicator, and be able to meet deadlines and respond rapidly to new assignments. 

 

Prior experience working with data (database and/or statistical analysis) and experience with relevant software (ArcView GIS, Excel, Access, Dreamweaver, PowerPoint, graphics programs) is absolutely essential. ASP or PHP programming and ArcIMS experience is a plus.

 

 

 

 

