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Overview

• CURA

• Twin Cities Housing Market Index
• Moving Beyond the Gap – Neighborhood Indicator 

Assessment

• Admin Data
• Web Tools



Center for Urban and Regional Affairs

• 45+ years of  Community Engagement

• Student-based research
• Faculty-led research
• Technical Assistance
 Community Geographic Information Systems (CGIS)
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Twin Cities Housing Market Index

 The Challenge of  Neighborhood Stabilization*

 Need to target funds very efficiently, but easy to make 
mistakes

 Good decisions requires good data

* - LISC, Foreclosure Response.org



ALIGNING POLICIES WITH NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONDITIONS
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Housing Market Index Variables

• Value Retention
• Owner‐Occupants
• Housing Condition Rating
• Vacancies











LISC Building Sustainable 
Communities Focus Areas



Fair Housing Equity Assessment

http://www.metrocouncil.org/Planning/Projects/Thrive‐2040/Fair‐Housing‐Equity‐
Assessment‐(FHEA)/FHEA/Fair‐Housing‐and‐Equity‐Assessment‐(FHEA)‐Report‐S.aspx



Fair Housing Equity Assessment

http://www.metrocouncil.org/Planning/Projects/Thrive‐2040/Fair‐Housing‐Equity‐
Assessment‐(FHEA)/FHEA/Fair‐Housing‐and‐Equity‐Assessment‐(FHEA)‐Report‐S.aspx



Changing Demographics

Minnesota’s Tomorrow – PolicyLink, http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/MNT_032514.pdf



Overview

• Contract with LISC and Building Sustainable Communities 
Partners
– Neighborhood Assessment
– Technical Assistance

• Shared understanding of  data
• Illuminating gaps & racial disparity
• Quantify the values in each critical category

• How can community organizations best use this data?



Data Categories

• Housing
– Cost-burdened households
– Vacancy
– Home ownership

• Employment
– Unemployment rates
– Labor force participation
– Joblessness

• Poverty
– Households in poverty
– Wage categories

• Public Safety
– Crime



LISC Neighborhood Assessment



LISC Neighborhood Assessment



LISC Neighborhood Assessment













Indicator Assessment

• Consistent spatially concentrated and racially differentiated 
economic disparities North Minneapolis

• Trends have remained constant in the last decade
• Targeted strategies need to take into account both race and 

location

• Moving Forward
– How can we target policies toward closing this gap?
– Understanding the multi-dimensional framework of  education, 

unemployment, housing cost and poverty
– Place-specific and program-oriented



Thank You!

Jeff  Matson
jmatson@umn.edu


