USING THE 5-YEAR AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY 8:30 – 10:00, Friday morning
Given the complexity of the ACS, we have included sessions on using the 5-Year data in previous two NNIP meetings. However, partners and communities continue to struggle with the data and the demand for further discussion and information continues. It is important that NNIP and its partners be able to use the ACS and assist city agencies and community organizations in understanding the data, because it plays an essential role in the geographic distribution of federal resources. As Andrew Reamer reports in his study of this distributive role of the ACS, “In FY2008, 184 federal domestic assistance programs used ACS-related datasets to help guide the distribution of $416 billion, 29 percent of all federal assistance.”

Please see the NNIP ACS Resources handout and the NNIP website for more detail on what we covered in previous sessions. In this session in the Detroit meeting we propose to extend this discussion in a more focused way to suggest strategies that NNIP partners can use to make ACS data understandable and useful in their communities. 

The session will be organized as follows:

· Orientation and Overview—Leah Hendey (10 minutes)

· Update on ACS Advocacy Work– Flo Gutierrez, Annie E. Casey Foundation (10 minutes) 

· Debriefing on a Community Training Workshop on ACS – Phyllis Betts (15 minutes) 

· Discussion (50 minutes)

Questions for Discussion:  

· Which local data sets and indicators could you use to backstop or verify ACS estimates? 

· How does the necessary level of precision vary depending on the purpose the estimate is being used for?  

· How do you interpret “please use caution when comparing…”?

· How do you convey the varying levels of precision to others using the data?

· Are there indicators you have found that are not worth using at all? 

· Have you thought about how you will handle the differences between the 2005-09 ACS and the 2006-10 ACS, and how to explain this to community organizations? 
· What are some practical steps that NNIP partners can take to inform their partners and data users about these changes? 
· Has anyone planned how they will implement 2010 census geography? In reports? On data visualization websites?

·  Will you go back and update previous data to new geographies? 

· Can you think of common resources/guidance NNIP could develop?  What type of resources would help you?  
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