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Challenge: Difficulty Assessing State of 
Domestic Violence in Marion County, IN
1. Lack of Data about Domestic Violence

– 2011 – reports from 211 calls and limited data from prosecutor’s office 
(protective orders)

2. Data Silos in the Legal System

IMPD Prosecutor
Indiana Supreme 

Court 
(protective orders)

Shelters

211
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In 2013, DVN was struggling to get good data on domestic violence.  They had some 211 call data and records from the prosecutor’s office.  But through its partnerships, it knew there was better data out there, but it was all over the place – and it was in silos; and likely that data about victims and perps would be found in multiple places in the legal system.
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Our Approach
A group of partners already working 
together…

• Domestic Violence Network
• Julian Center (A DV Shelter)
• IMPD
• Marion County Prosecutor’s Office

Partners wanted to know…

1. Can we integrate data and match 
people across databases in the 
legal system?

2. What can we learn from the 
integrated data?

Public 
Dashboard

2019

Expanded 
Research
2017-18

Feasibility 
Study

2013-14

MOUs
2013
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Grant from US Dept of Justice – Office of Violence Against Women 
DVN, IMPD, Julian Center (a DV shelter), and Marion Co Prosecutor’s Office

DVN and its partners wanted to know – 
can we integrate these data and link people across data sources?  
what can we learn if we do this?  
Can we get a better count of people involved?  
What can we learn about those individuals?  
And what can that tell us about what we need to do to address this problem in our community?
So The Polis Center set out to do a feasibility study to answer these questions.  We established MOUs with the partners and some other providers that weren’t at the table.  This path was fairly easy because the partners were already at the table working on this together.
We discovered that it is possible, and we can learn quite a bit about domestic violence in Indianapolis by integrating data from various points in the legal system.






Matching and De-duplicating List of People

2016 
Victims

18k 

Shelter (4.6k)

Prosecutor (5k)

Officer DV Sheets (4.5k)

Protective Orders (3k)

IMPD Victim’s Asst (1k)

10,797
Victims

We 
integrated 

and 
matched 

8.2 million 
records 

from 
2007-2016
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Until our work together, these counts were not possible…and we could not get a true picture of victims and perps




Results: 
The State of Domestic Violence 
in Marion County, IN
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Result – show us the tool and/or analysis. 
What does the data integration allow us to do that couldn't do before?
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This year we released a public dashboard to help DVN and its partners increase awareness of DV in Marion County.

DVN and its partners now have data they are confident in – and use to increase awareness about DV - # of people impacted, write grants to support its efforts, and work with partners like IMPD to increase 
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There are filters along the top of the dashboard, which allow you to look at subsets of the data.
For example, here I selected the Latino filter.  You can see the numbers are pretty small, but it shows us that the demographics of Latino DV perpetrators differ from the demographics of all perps – higher proportion are male and higher percent in the 25-39 year old group.
Keeping in mind these data are only those cases reported through the legal system.
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We map the home location of victims from the police reports to help pinpoint areas with higher rates – looking at geographic disparities

Lightest color on the map is about 2 victims per 1,000 pop; darkest is 13.9 to 21.3



Latino Callers
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In addition to the integrated data set, we also could dig deeper into the individual data sets to learn more.
For example, digging deeper into 211 DV calls, we can see the needs of Latino callers focused more on indiv support, hosuing, and legal help
Whereas the greatest need for DV callers in general was housing support.



26% of victims had more than one incident 
of domestic violence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Knowing that 26% of victims had more than one incident of DV from 2009 to 2016 shows that there is work that can be done at the initial point of interaction to get victims connected with services



How DV Cases Progress Through Court

A common reason for 
charge dismissal is lack of 
witness cooperation.

If charges are filed and not 
dismissed a conviction is 
highly likely (96%).

90% of convictions are 
plea agreements.
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We dug into the sources separately too to uncover information that had not been explored, such as how DV cases progress through the court system….

If cases are not dismissed, almost ALL are convicted.

Reason for Dismissal:
36% - no reason given
33% - Witness/Victim Not Present, Recants, Will Not Testify, or Cannot be Located
24% problems with evidence



Case Outcomes by Race of Victim

34% cases with 
white victim result 
in a conviction 40% cases with 

Hispanic victim 
result in no charge 
filed 

42% cases with 
Asian victim result 
in dismissal
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Targeted Initiatives – Do they Work?
Baker One Initiative
1. IMPD Program that targets high-risk perpetrators and collects special 

data for cases where domestic violence is suspected.

2. List maintained of high-risk offenders

3. Electronic data collection began in 2013

4. Collected information on 2,716 DV cases in 2013 and 4,805 in 2016 (data 
collection increased 77%)
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Baker One is a program designed to prevent domestic violence homicides
The most dangerous abusers are on a Baker One list which alerts police. 

In 2011, IMPD began piloting a new program wherein officers fill out information
sheets to record detailed descriptions of domestic violence such as appearance of
the victim and suspect, signs and symptoms of strangulation, and whether the
suspect has made death threats against the victim. The program went city-wide in
June 2012 with data from the officer information sheets being recorded in an
electronic database beginning in 2013.



Baker One – Lethality Factors

Presenter
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Of the domestic violence cases documented by police as part of the Baker One Project, 55% of victims reported that their attacker tried to choke them, 42% believed they might try to kill, and 35% said their attacker has access to a gun.




Baker One – High Risk Offenders
Number of Arrests Before and After 
Designation

Baker One perpetrators are less 
likely to have contact with law 
enforcement after being added to 
the list.
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The Baker One Project appears to positively affect the behavior of the high-risk perpetrators that are put on the watch list: the perpetrators have a lower amount of criminal activity and fewer contacts with law enforcement after being added to the list.

Baker One High Risk Offenders tend to be arrested less often in the three years after
they are added to the list of high risk offenders, compared to the three years prior to
being added. Figure 47 shows that Baker One High Risk Offenders were arrested and
average of 2.84 times in the year before their Baker One designation, but 1.34 times
in the year following, and about 0.6 times per year in the following two years.





www.indydvdata.org

www.savi.org
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