
The Financial Health & Wealth Dashboard:
Leveraging Local Data to Address Racial Wealth Disparities
Link to tool

https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/


Wealth inequality is increasing and needs bold solutions

71X



Wealth gaps by race and ethnicity are large

6X



Financial Health & Wealth Dashboard

https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/
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The Financial Health and Wealth Dashboard
Map

Description automatically generated

https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/


Financial Health Metrics
We define financial health as a person’s ability to manage their daily finances, be 
resilient to economic shocks, and pursue opportunities for upward mobility.

Daily Finances Economic Resilience Upward Mobility

• Residents with 

delinquent debt

• Student loan holders 

with delinquent student 

loan debts

• Low-income households 

with housing-cost burden

• Households with at 

least $2,000 in 

emergency savings 

(estimated)

• Median credit score

• Mortgage holders who had 

a foreclosure in the past 

two years

• Residents with health 

insurance coverage

• Median net worth (estimated)

• Homeownership rate

• Median home value 

among homeowners

Data Sources: American Community Survey (ACS), Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), Credit Bureau Data
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Dashboard: Local Solutions
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Selecting Your Data View: PUMA vs. City-Level Data

Enter a city or zip code and (1) select a PUMA on the map or (2) explore the "Bonus City Data"

City ViewPUMA View "Bonus City Data" Pop-Out



Case Study: New Orleans, LA



About half of residents in majority-Black neighborhoods in 
New Orleans have delinquent debt
▪ Residents living in majority-Black communities are nearly 2X more likely than residents 

living in majority-white communities to have delinquent debt.

F I N D I N G S :  N E W  O R L E A N S



Over half of the residents in New Orleans have $2,000 in 
emergency savings
▪ Households in majority white communities are over 2X more likely than households in 

majority Black communities to have at least $2,000 in savings.

F I N D I N G S :  N E W  O R L E A N S



The median net worth of households in majority Black 
communities in New Orleans is $10,873.
• Households in majority white communities have an estimated 21X more wealth than 

households in majority Black communities in New Orleans.

F I N D I N G S :  N E W  O R L E A N S



Leveraging local data insights to inform strategies 

that can address the racial wealth gap



Elevating Insights for Local Leaders 
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Practitioners Use the Data and Strategies to: 

▪ Local government: integrate and expand targeted financial and savings interventions 

into existing policies and programs.

▪ Philanthropy and impact investors: inform aligned grantmaking strategies 

and community investments

▪ Community advocates and service providers: advocate for new and improve 

targeting of existing programs and services 

▪ Financial institutions: introduce tailored financial products and services that 

can enhance customers’ financial health and address racial disparities
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Informing Local Solutions to Address Financial Health

For Example:

▪ Policy making: DC passed baby bonds legislation citing net worth (wealth) disparities 

within the city

▪ Program design: The GRO Fund identified neighborhoods for accelerated baby 

bonds program  

▪ Public investments: Washington Department of Commerce identified target 

geographic regions following the Governor of Washington State mandate that 

$200,000,000 be reinvested in communities harmed by the War on Drugs. 

▪ Local strategy: Cities like Aurora and Rochester have cited dashboard data in their 

Office of Financial Empowerment strategic plans 



Appendix
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PUMA Level Data:

1. Demographic data for every PUMA

2. Data for all 10 metrics across daily finances, 

economic resilience, and upward mobility

3. Comparisons to state and national statistics
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City-Level Data:

1. City-level data for 5 metrics, disaggregated by 

race/ethnicity

2. Comparisons to state and national data



Case Study: Louisville, KY



Residents in majority-Black neighborhoods are more likely 
to face the burden of debt

▪ Residents living in majority-Black communities are nearly 2X more likely than 

residents living in majority-white communities to have delinquent debt.

C A S E  S T U D Y :  L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y



63 percent of Louisville residents have $2,000 in 
emergency savings to help buffer economic shocks

▪ Clear racial and geographic disparities show majority white communities are 2X 

more likely than households in majority Black communities to have emergency savings.

C A S E  S T U D Y :  L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y



Wealth is concentrated in the eastern regions of the 
Louisville

▪ Households in majority white communities have an estimated 19.5X more wealth than 

households in majority Black communities.

C A S E  S T U D Y :  L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y



Guiding Questions: Using Data to Inform Strategies and 
Solutions
▪ Strategy Deep Dive: 

▪ How does financial health and wealth vary by race/ethnicity and geography in 

our city? 

▪ What are “north star” indicators of systemic change for our community? 

▪ Solutions Deep Dive: 

▪ How do current programs/policies align with our residents' financial needs?

▪ How can new programs move the needle for indicators of resident financial 

health?

▪ What other evidence-based strategies can we consider to further support 

financial health of residents based on the specific needs in our community? 

N E X T  S T E P S



Exploratory Activity

Step 1: Search for a ZipCode to identify a local area of interest in your work. Scroll 

down to review data on that PUMA. Identify one metric from each bucket of financial 

health that is of interest or relevant to your work.

➢ What data surprised you? Confirmed what you expected? What data are 

particularly relevant to your work?

Step 2: Scroll back up to the map to view your selected area within the context of a 

broader region. Using the dropdown toggle between the different metrics.

➢ What trends do you notice in the map? How does the selected PUMA 

compare to surrounding areas across or outside of your city? 

Step 3: Based on the metrics you selected in step 1, scroll down to the strategies 

section. Explore strategies across the 3 buckets of financial health that can address 

the metric(s) you selected.

➢ How do these strategies align with the mobility work you and your partners 

are leading in your local regions? 

Assignment



Additional Resources

▪ Financial Health & Wealth Dashboard: Strategies for Local Leaders

▪ Financial Health & Wealth Dashboard: Data catalogue

▪ Financial Health & Wealth Dashboard: Technical Appendix

▪ Washington, DC, Has Glaring Financial Health Inequities. So Do Most American Cities

▪ Thriving Residents, Thriving Cities: Family Financial Security Matter for Cities

▪ Cost of Eviction and Unpaid Bills of Financially Insecure Families for City Budgets

▪ Debt in America: An Interactive Map

▪ Credit Health during the COVID-19 Pandemic

▪ Developing Solutions: Strategies to Improve Resident Financial Health and Propel 

Inclusive Growth

▪ How Policymakers Can Ensure the COVID-19 Pandemic Doesn’t Widen the Racial 

Wealth Gap

https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/Solutions,%20standalone%20doc_FINAL.pdf
https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/2022_financial_health_and_wealth_dashboard_technical_appendix_final.pdf
https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/Solutions,%20standalone%20doc_FINAL.pdf
https://datacatalog.urban.org/dataset/financial-health-and-wealth-dashboard-2022
https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/2022_financial_health_and_wealth_dashboard_technical_appendix_final.pdf
https://datacatalog.urban.org/dataset/financial-health-and-wealth-dashboard-2022
https://apps.urban.org/features/financial-health-wealth-dashboard/2022_financial_health_and_wealth_dashboard_technical_appendix_final.pdf
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/washington-dc-has-glaring-financial-health-inequities-so-do-most-american-cities
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/thriving-residents-thriving-cities-family-financial-security-matters-cities
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/opportunity-ownership/projects/cost-eviction-and-unpaid-bills-financially-insecure-families-city-budgets
https://apps.urban.org/features/debt-interactive-map/
https://apps.urban.org/features/credit-health-during-pandemic/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/developing-solutions-strategies-improve-resident-financial-health-and-propel-inclusive-growth
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/developing-solutions-strategies-improve-resident-financial-health-and-propel-inclusive-growth
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/how-policymakers-can-ensure-covid-19-pandemic-doesnt-widen-racial-wealth-gap
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/how-policymakers-can-ensure-covid-19-pandemic-doesnt-widen-racial-wealth-gap
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